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A Note From the Credit Success Network
Team

First — thank you. The fact that you're holding this guide means you've decided to stop letting your credit run
your life and start running it yourself. That decision alone puts you ahead of most Americans.

We built Credit Success Network because we saw too many good people with bad scores — not because of
who they are, but because nobody ever taught them the rules of the game. Banks, bureaus, and collectors
aren't required to explain how the system works. So we made it our mission to do exactly that.

Inside this blueprint you'll find the same strategies our team uses with paying clients every single day: the
laws on your side, the hacks that move scores fastest, the myths that keep people stuck, and the 90-day plan
to put it all into motion.

Read it once. Then read it again with a highlighter. Then book your free Credit Roadmap Call and let's build
your custom plan together.

The Credit Success Network Team

CSN PRO HACK - This guide is education, not legal advice.

Credit laws and bureau policies change. The strategies in this book reflect best practices as of
publication. For your specific situation, book a free consultation with our team — that's what
we're here for.

creditsuccessnetwork.com BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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OB How Credit Really Works

Before you can fix your credit, you have to understand what credit actually is. Most people think they have a
credit score. You don't. You have dozens of them — and the one that gets pulled depends on who's pulling it

and why.

The Three Bureaus

There are three major credit bureaus in the United States: Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion. They are
private companies — not government agencies. Lenders aren't required to report to all three (or any of them),
which is why your three reports almost never match exactly.

CSN INSIDER TIP - You have at least 3 different credit reports.

When you check your credit, always pull all three. An item that appears on Experian may be
missing — or completely different — on Equifax and TransUnion. Disputes have to be filed

with each bureau separately.

FICO vs. VantageScore

Roughly 90% of lending decisions in the U.S. use a FICO score. The scores you see on most free consumer
apps are usually VantageScores — useful for tracking trends, but not what your mortgage, auto, or
credit-card lender will see. When the stakes are real, you need access to true FICO scores across all three
bureaus — which is exactly what a professional monitoring service (and our team) provides.

The Score Ranges

800 — 850 740 — 799
670—-739 580 — 669
300 - 579 =715

Why does the difference matter? On a $300,000 30-year mortgage, the gap between a 620 and a 760 score
can cost you more than $90,000 in extra interest over the life of the loan. Credit isn't abstract — it's real

money.

BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -

creditsuccessnetwork.com
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02 The 5 Pillars of Your Credit
Score

Your FICO score is calculated from five weighted factors. Master these — in order — and your score takes
care of itself.

Whether you pay your bills on time. The single biggest factor. Even one 30-day late
payment can drop a 750 score by 80-110 points.

How much of your available credit you're using. The sweet spot is under 10% — not
30% as commonly taught. This is the fastest-moving factor on your report.

The age of your oldest account, your newest account, and the average age across all
accounts. This is why closing old cards usually hurts you.

A healthy blend of revolving (credit cards) and installment (auto, mortgage, student
loans) accounts shows you can handle different types of debt.

Hard inquiries from applications. Each one costs roughly 3-5 points and stays on your
report for 2 years (though it only affects your score for 12 months).

CSN PRO HACK - 65% of your score comes from just two things.

Payment history and utilization together account for two-thirds of your FICO score. If you do
nothing else: pay every bill on time, and keep your credit card balances low. The rest is
optimization.

creditsuccessnetwork.com BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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03 10 Insider Hacks to Boost Your
Score

These are the moves the credit-savvy use that most consumers have no idea exist. None of them require you
to spend extra money — they just require you to know the rules.

Your card issuer reports your statement balance to the bureaus, not what you pay later. If
your statement closes on the 5th, pay your card down to under 10% on the 3rd. You'll show a
near-zero balance to the bureaus even though you're using the card normally.

Higher limit + same spending = lower utilization = higher score. Most major issuers (Capital
One, Amex, Discover, Chase) allow soft-pull CLI requests through their app — no hard
inquiry, nothing to lose.

Ask a parent, spouse, or trusted family member with an old card and perfect payment history to
add you as an authorized user. Their account history grafts onto your report — sometimes
adding 30+ points overnight. You don't even need the physical card.

Experian Boost links to your bank account and lets your phone, internet, streaming, and utility
payments count toward your Experian score. It's free, it's reversible, and it helps thin files most.

Services like RentTrack, Rental Kharma, or Boom Pay add your rent history to your credit
reports. If you've been paying rent on time for years and getting zero credit for it, this is free
score.

Three cards with 20% utilization look better than one card with 60% and two with 0%. The
bureaus look at per-card utilization in addition to overall — keep every card under 30%, ideally
under 10%.

creditsuccessnetwork.com BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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If you've had a clean record since a late payment, write a polite letter to the creditor asking
them to remove it as a courtesy. They are not required to — but a surprising number do,
especially for long-time customers.

When you're rate-shopping for a mortgage or auto loan, multiple inquiries inside a 14-to-45-day
window count as a single inquiry. Bunch your applications — don't spread them out.

Closing an old card shortens your credit history and reduces your available credit (raising
utilization). If the annual fee is the issue, ask the issuer to downgrade it to a no-fee version
instead of closing it.

Your credit reports update almost daily. A static report from last month can miss a new
collection, a new inquiry, or a tradeline change that's already costing you points. Professional
tri-bureau monitoring alerts you the moment something changes — so you can dispute or
respond before the damage settles in. This is exactly what we set our clients up with from day
one.

creditsuccessnetwork.com BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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Z8 VYour Rights Under Federal Law

The credit system feels rigged because most consumers don't know the laws written specifically to protect
them. Here are the three you need to know — in plain English.

The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)

Passed in 1970, the FCRA is the foundation of consumer credit rights. Under the FCRA you have the right to:

Access your credit reports from each of the three bureaus.

Dispute any item you believe is inaccurate, incomplete, or unverifiable.
Have the bureau investigate within 30 days (45 if you've added new info).
Have unverifiable items removed from your report.

Be notified if information in your file has been used against you.

Sue for damages if a bureau or furnisher willfully violates the law.

The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA)

The FDCPA governs how third-party debt collectors are allowed to contact you. Collectors cannot:

Call you before 8 a.m. or after 9 p.m. local time.

Contact you at work after you've told them not to.

Use threats, profanity, or harassment of any kind.

Discuss your debt with anyone other than you, your spouse, or your attorney.
Misrepresent the amount owed or threaten action they cannot legally take.

Continue contact after you send a written cease-and-desist.

CSN PRO HACK - Always demand debt validation in writing.

Within 30 days of a collector's first contact you have the right to demand they validate the
debt — proof you owe it, in the amount claimed, to that collector. If they can't, they can't
legally collect. Many can't.

The Fair Credit Billing Act (FCBA)

The FCBA gives you the right to dispute billing errors on your credit card statements — unauthorized
charges, charges for goods you didn't receive, math mistakes, and more. You have 60 days from the
statement date to file a written dispute. The issuer must investigate, and you don't have to pay the disputed
amount while they do.

creditsuccessnetwork.com BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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05 Disputing Errors the Right Way

Studies by the FTC have found that 1 in 5 Americans has at least one significant error on their credit report.
Disputing those errors is the single fastest legal way to raise your score — but only if you do it correctly.

Step 1 — Get All Three Reports

You need Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion side-by-side. Professional tri-bureau monitoring gives you
real-time alerts and a clean baseline to dispute from — exactly what we set up for every client on day one.

Step 2 — Hunt for These 7 Common Errors

* Wrong personal info — misspelled name, old addresses, wrong DOB.
» Accounts that aren't yours — mixed files or identity theft.
* Duplicate accounts — same debt listed twice (often by the original creditor and a collector).

 Incorrect dates — wrong open date, last activity, or date of first delinquency. The DOFD is critical
because it sets the 7-year clock.

* Wrong balances or credit limits — including limits reported as $0, which inflates utilization.
» Closed accounts reported as open (or vice versa).

» Paid debts still showing as unpaid or sold collections still listed by the original creditor.

Step 3 — File the Dispute

You have two real options: online (fastest, but logs limited evidence) or by mail (creates the written paper
trail you'll want if a bureau fails to comply). Skip the phone — there's no record. Send disputes to all three
bureaus and to the original furnisher (the creditor or collector).

CSN PRO HACK - The 30-day rule is your secret weapon.

Once a bureau receives your dispute, they have 30 days (45 if you submit additional info) to
investigate. If the furnisher fails to respond — or can't verify the item — the bureau is
required by law to delete it. Many old or sold debts can't be verified.

Step 4 — Follow Up

If the bureau verifies an item you still believe is inaccurate, request the method of verification — what
specifically did they check, and who confirmed it? Bureaus often verify with a computerized response that
doesn't actually verify anything.

creditsuccessnetwork.com BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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Dealing With Collections

A collection account can drop a good score by 100+ points. But collections are also the area where
consumers most often hand collectors leverage they didn't have to. Here's how to play it.

Rule #1 — Never confirm or pay over the phone.

When a collector calls, the only words out of your mouth should be: "Please send me a written validation of
this debt." Confirming the debt verbally — or making even a $5 payment — can restart the statute of
l[imitations in many states.

Rule #2 — Demand validation, in writing, every time.

Send a written debt-validation request within 30 days of first contact (template included in the bonus section).
The collector must produce: proof you owe the debt, the original creditor's name, the amount owed, and proof
they have the legal right to collect. Many cannot — especially debts that have been sold multiple times.

Rule #3 — If you pay, get pay-for-delete in writing.

If a debt is verified and you decide to pay it, never send a dollar until the collector agrees in writing to delete
the tradeline from your credit reports — not just mark it "paid." A "paid" collection often hurts your score
almost as much as an unpaid one because it updates the "last activity" date. This negotiation is one only you
can have with the collector — but our team coaches our clients on exactly what to say, what to put in writing,
and what to never agree to.

CSN ALERT - Statute of limitations # reporting period.

Most debts can only be sued on for 3—6 years (varies by state). But they can be reported on
your credit for up to 7 years from the date of first delinquency. A debt can be "zombie debt" —
uncollectable in court but still hurting your score. Know which clock applies to you.

Rule #4 — Document everything.

Keep copies of every letter you send, every response received, and every voicemail. FDCPA violations are
worth up to $1,000 per violation, plus attorney's fees. Collectors who break the law want to settle, not litigate.

creditsuccessnetwork.com BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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@ Building (or Rebuilding) Credit

Whether you're starting from scratch or rebuilding after a major hit, the playbook is similar: add positive
trade-lines, keep utilization microscopic, and let time do its work.

Tool 1 — Secured Credit Cards

You deposit (e.g.) $300; the issuer gives you a $300 limit. Use it for a single recurring small charge — Netflix,
Spotify — and auto-pay it in full each month. After 6-12 months of perfect history, most issuers convert it to
an unsecured card and refund your deposit. Best options: Capital One Platinum Secured, Discover it
Secured, Self Visa.

Tool 2 — Credit Builder Loans

Companies like Self, Credit Strong, and many credit unions offer loans where the "loan” amount is held in a
savings account until you finish paying. You build payment history; you get the money at the end. Pure
positive history — no risk of overspending.

Tool 3 — Authorized User Tradelines

Already covered in Chapter 3, but worth repeating: this is the single fastest way to add years of perfect history
to a thin file. Use family. Avoid paid “tradeline rental" services — they violate most card-issuer agreements
and can be reversed.

Tool 4 — Rent & Utility Reporting

If you're already paying rent, phone, and utilities on time, services like Experian Boost (free), RentTrack, and
Boom Pay let those payments count. This is especially powerful for rebuilding because it adds positive
trade-lines without requiring you to take on new debt.

CSN INSIDER TIP - Time is your single most powerful tool.

Late payments fade after 24 months. Most negatives drop off after 7 years. Bankruptcy after
10. The plan isn't to fight every battle — it's to plant trees today so they're tall in 12 months.
Start now.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 10 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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Mistakes That Quietly Tank
Your Score

Most credit damage isn't dramatic. It's a slow leak — small habits that you don't realize are costing you 50,
80, even 150 points until you go to apply for something. Cut these eight out today.

Shortens your credit history and shrinks your available credit, spiking utilization. If the fee
bothers you, downgrade — don't close.

The bureaus see a snapshot. Even one statement at 95% utilization can cost you 40+ points
until you pay it down.

Each hard inquiry costs a few points; a cluster of them screams "desperate for credit" to
FICO's models.

A co-signed loan is your loan. Their late payment is your late payment.

A $40 unpaid medical bill in collections can drop you 80 points. Catch it before the 30-day late
mark.

Disputing things you legitimately owe — just to game the system — can backfire. The bureaus
can flag you as a frivolous disputer and lock further disputes.

Errors compound. Identity theft snowballs. New collections sneak on without warning. Without
continuous tri-bureau monitoring, you'll always be reacting weeks too late instead of catching
issues the day they appear.

This is a myth — and it's expensive. Pay your statement balance in full every month. Your
score doesn't care. Your wallet does.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 11 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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10 Credit Myths Debunked

If you've ever gotten credit advice from a relative, a coworker, or the internet, some of it was probably wrong.
Here are the ten myths we have to un-teach almost every new client.

MYTH Checking your own credit hurts your score.

FACT False. That's a soft pull — it doesn't affect your score at all. You can check your own
reports daily if you want.

MYTH You only have one credit score.

FACT False. You have FICO scores and VantageScores; FICO 8, FICO 9, FICO 10;
auto-enhanced scores, mortgage-enhanced scores. Dozens, easily.

MYTH Closing a credit card helps your score.

FACT False. It usually hurts you — by raising utilization and (eventually) shortening credit history.
MYTH Carrying a balance helps your score.

FACT False. The bureaus don't reward interest. Pay in full, every month.

MYTH Your income affects your credit score.

FACT False. Income isn't on your credit report and isn't a FICO factor. It affects whether you're

approved, not your score.

MYTH Marriage merges your credit reports.

FACT False. Credit reports stay separate forever. Joint accounts show up on both reports — that's
it.

MYTH Bankruptcy ruins your credit forever.

FACT False. It's painful — 7 to 10 years on report — but plenty of people are back above 700

within 2—3 years with the right plan.

MYTH Paying off a collection raises your score immediately.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 12 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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FACT False. With older FICO models (still used by most mortgage lenders) paying a collection can
hurt your score by updating the "last activity" date. Always negotiate pay-for-delete first.

MYTH Disputing means you're trying to cheat.

FACT False. Disputing inaccurate items is your federal right under the FCRA. Bureaus and
furnishers make mistakes constantly — you're allowed to push back.

MYTH Credit repair is a scam / illegal.

FACT False. The Credit Repair Organizations Act (CROA) explicitly regulates and legalizes credit
repair. What's illegal is lying on credit applications or creating a new identity. Working a
legitimate dispute and rebuilding plan? Completely legal.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 13 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -




CREDIT SUCCESS NETWORK THE CREDIT SUCCESS BLUEPRINT

10 %I 90-Day Action Plan

Knowledge is worthless without execution. Here's the exact sequence we walk new clients through. Block
these into your calendar and treat them like dentist appointments.

Get a full tri-bureau snapshot through a professional monitoring service so

Audit you see Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion side-by-side with daily
updates. Highlight every account, late payment, collection, and inquiry.
Note what's wrong, missing, or unfamiliar.

Send written dispute letters to all three bureaus and to every furnisher
Dispute reporting an inaccurate item. Send debt-validation letters to any collection
agencies. Log the date everything was mailed.

Set up auto-pay on every account. Request soft-pull credit-limit increases
Optimize on your existing cards. Enroll in Experian Boost. Sign up for rent reporting
if you rent.

Bureau investigations are coming back. Review every response. Where

Respond items are verified, request method of verification. Send follow-up disputes
with new evidence. For verified collections, begin pay-for-delete
conversations directly with the collector (get any agreement in writing
before paying a dollar).

Add a secured card or credit-builder loan if your file is thin. Send goodwill
Build letters for any remaining late payments on accounts with otherwise perfect
history. Re-pull your reports. Measure the lift.

CSN PRO HACK - Don't go it alone if you don't have to.

The 90-day plan works. It also takes hours of letter-writing, tracking, and follow-up. If you'd
rather have a team handle the paperwork while you focus on living your life, that's literally
what we do. Free consultation — no obligation, no pressure.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 14 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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You now have the playbook. That alone puts you ahead of most consumers — but reading the playbook isn't
the same as running it. Every week we get clients who tried to repair their own credit, spun their wheels for
months, and ended up worse than where they started. Here's why.

The 7 Reasons DIY Credit Repair Stalls Out

Send too many disputes, the wrong way, and the bureaus can refuse to investigate further —
locking your file from the very tool you needed most. We know exactly how many items to
dispute, in what order, with what supporting language.

When a bureau comes back "verified," 95% of consumers give up. But that's where the real
work begins — Method of Verification challenges, escalation letters, furnisher disputes. We
don't stop. We escalate.

FCRA, FDCPA, FCBA, CROA, FACTA, HIPAA (yes — for medical collections). Each statute
opens a different door. Citing the wrong one tells the bureau you don't know what you're doing.
Citing the right one forces their hand.

Three bureaus x multiple disputes x 30-day clocks x follow-ups x furnisher disputes. Within a
month most DIYers lose track of what was sent when — and miss critical deadlines that would
have triggered automatic deletions.

Most consumers go into a collection call cold and end up agreeing to things that hurt them —
verbal confirmations, partial payments that restart the clock, or paying without pay-for-delete in
writing. Our clients walk into those calls with scripts, talking points, and clear ground rules from
our team — so they negotiate from leverage instead of fear.

Without continuous tri-bureau monitoring, you find out about new collections, hard inquiries,
and tradeline changes weeks after they hit. By then they've cost you points you didn't have to
lose. Our clients get real-time alerts the day anything changes.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 15 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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Credit repair done right is hours per week of letters, calls, follow-ups, and tracking — for
months. Our clients hand the paperwork to us so they can focus on their job, family, and life
while their score climbs in the background.

CSN PRO HACK - Knowledge is half the battle. Execution is the other half.

We wrote this guide because we believe every American deserves to understand the credit

system. We built our service because we know how draining the execution actually is. Both
can be true.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 16 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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The CSN Method

Here's exactly what working with Credit Success Network looks like — the same system that's helped
hundreds of clients move out of the 500s and into the 700s.

01

02

03

04

05

06

We pull your tri-bureau profile together on a video call and identify every item dragging your
score down. You leave the call with a clear picture of where you stand — whether you
enroll or not.

Our team builds a sequenced dispute plan tailored to your file. We know which items have
the highest deletion probability and which laws to invoke for each. No generic templates.

You're enrolled in real-time monitoring across Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion. The
moment anything changes — a deletion, a new tradeline, a fresh inquiry — you and our
team see it.

Written dispute letters, follow-ups, escalations, Method of Verification challenges,
debt-validation demands. All of it. You get progress reports — not homework.

Some moves only the consumer can legally make — like calling a collector to negotiate a
pay-for-delete. When those moments come up, our team coaches you through exactly what
to say, what to put in writing, and what to never agree to — so you negotiate with leverage.

Alongside removals, we map out the right secured cards, credit-builder loans,
authorized-user opportunities, and rent-reporting tools to add positive history fast.

creditsuccessnetwork.com PAGE 17 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION -
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YOUR NEXT STEP
Book Your Free
Credit Roadmap Call

You've now got the same playbook our paying clients use. The next question is: do you
want to run it solo, or do you want a team in your corner who does this every single day?

ON YOUR FREE CALL WE WILL.:
(] Pull and review your current credit profile together
[J Identify the items dragging your score down most
(] Build a custom 90-day action plan tailored to YOUR file

[1 Show you exactly how we can help — with no pressure to enroll

BOOK YOUR FREE CALL -

get.creditsuccessnetwork.com/credit-roadmap-call
100% free « No credit card required * No obligation

CREDIT SUCCESS NETWORK

creditsuccessnetwork.com ¢ info@creditsuccessnetwork.com

© Credit Success Network. This guide is for educational purposes and does not constitute legal or financial advice.




